
 

 

                                                                                                  February 2017 
 

PERSONAL ACCOUNTABILITY BEFORE GOD 
 

 As the prophet Daniel declared to a powerful 

monarch of the past, “. . . there is a God in heaven” 

(Daniel 2:28). The God of heaven is called “the Judge 

of all the earth” (Genesis 18:25). Men may deny, 

mock, or ignore those truths, but those truths remain 

unmovable and unchangeable. 

 Each human is accountable before the Lord. 

Jehovah is the Creator; we are the created. God is the 

Potter; we are the clay. By right of creation, He has 

authority over all flesh. The Lord God is one hundred 

per cent aware of our earthly activities. He “knows all 

things” (1 John 3:20). It is written, “And there is no 

creature hidden from His sight, but all things are 

naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must 

give account” (Hebrews 4:13). That is a humbling 

thought, is it not? Let us not try and deceive ourselves: 

the Lord of heaven and earth sees everything and 

holds us accountable for our choices – every single 

one of them.  

 We must learn to take responsibility for our 

actions. It is what we sometimes call “growing up,” 

“maturing,” or “being accountable.” A lot of people 

who are adults according to their biological age are 

children when it comes to being reliable and taking 

responsibility for their choices. They simply refuse to 

be accountable. What they need to do is grow up! 

 There are people who, when they must face the 

reality that they have failed in some area of life, try to 

shift the blame to someone else. Such an approach 

seems to be at an epidemic level in the present 

generation. When people make bad choices or fail to 

do what needs to be done, they can fall into the trap of 

trying to blame it on something or someone else. They 

blame society. They blame the government. They 

blame the environment in which they were raised or 

live currently. They blame the teacher or coach. They 

blame the boss/manager. In the home, one spouse 

blames the other. In the church, in some instances kids 

blame their parents, parents blame the leaders of the 

congregation, and the leaders scramble to throw the 

blame off on someone else. If you and I are the ones 

who have not taken the right course of action, then we 

are the ones who must shoulder the responsibility for 

it. That approach is quite elementary, yet so necessary. 

 Think about some Bible blamers. I do not refer to 

those who blame the Bible for something; rather, there 

are Bible characters whom we see “playing the blame 

game,” pointing an accusing finger at somebody else 

instead of taking responsibility for their mistakes. 

Adam and Eve did it after their transgression in the 

garden (Genesis 3:12,13). Aaron did it after he led the 

Israelites in making and worshipping a golden calf 

(Exodus 32:22). King Saul did the same, blaming the 

people after he failed to carry out the Lord’s command 

to wipe out the Amalekites (1 Samuel 15:15,20,21). 

Each of these Old Testament people failed to hold 

themselves accountable for their actions. It was easier 

then, as it is now, to try and push the blame off on 

someone else. 

 Look again at the first word in our title: 

“personal.” While we can help one another, exhort 

one another, and correct each other, at the end of the 

day, each of us has the personal responsibility to serve 

the Lord. Neither righteousness nor ungodliness can 

be transferred from one person to another. “The soul 

who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the guilt of 

the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son. The 

righteousness of the righteous shall be upon himself, 

and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon 

himself” (Ezekiel 18:20). Yes, people can influence 

the decision making of others, but God holds us 

accountable as individuals. Personal accountability 

will translate into individual judgment: “For we must 

all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that 

each one may receive the things done in the body, 

according to what he has done, whether good of bad” 

(2 Corinthians 5:10). Before God, there is no hiding 

behind the godliness of others and expecting their 

good standing with the Lord to blind Him to our sins, 

nor are we held accountable for the improper choices 

that others make. 

 The Lord seeks faithful, reliable servants. That is 

the kind of folks that the church so badly needs if it is 

going to be what our Master desires for her to be. Are 

you and I holding up our part of the bargain? Are we 

acting in a spiritually mature manner? Are we taking 

our accountability before the Lord seriously?  

-- Roger D. Campbell 



THE BOOK OF HOSEA: A BRIEF OVERVIEW
 

 Dubbed by many Bible students as the “Minor 

Prophets” because their content is not as long as that 

which we find in the prophetical books which precede 

them in the Bible, there is nothing insignificant about 

the teaching of the last twelve Old Testament books. 

Their messages were inspired, and we can profit 

greatly by studying these books (Romans 15:4). Let us 

begin with a quick look at the book of Hosea. 

 Historical setting: The information which Hosea 

provides lets us know that he prophesied during the 

days of “the Divided Kingdom” (“Israel” in the North, 

“Judah” in the South). Because Hosea identifies the 

kings who reigned in both kingdoms at the time 

(Hosea 1:1), we date his writing at about B.C. 750. In 

addition to calling the Northern Kingdom “Israel,” he 

also refers to it as “Samaria” (8:5,6; 13:16) as well as 

“Ephraim” (4:17; 6:10). The dominant power of the 

Middle East at that time was the Assyrian Empire. 

 Some key thoughts: Some prominent thoughts 

stand out as we dig into Hosea’s message. 

 (1) Harlotry in Israel – In Hosea’s day, Israel was 

steeped in idolatry. The prophet uses the words 

“harlot” and “harlotry” over and over to depict the 

horribleness of Israel’s rejection of God and her 

infatuation with lifeless idols (4:10,11,15,18; 5:3,4).  

“. . . For the spirit of harlotry has caused them to 

stray, and they have played the harlot against their 

God. They offer sacrifices on the mountaintops, and 

burn incense on the hills, under oaks, poplars . . .” 

(4:12,13). “Ephraim is joined to idols” (4:17). The 

idolatry was of two forms: golden calf worship at Dan 

and Bethel (8:5,6), plus Baal worship (2:8,13,17).  

 (2) A passionate plea to return to Jehovah – “O 

Israel, return to the LORD your God, for you have 

stumbled because of your iniquity” (14:1). No foreign 

power could provide for and protect Israel. The Lord 

was Israel’s sole Hope and Help: “So you, by the help 

of your God, return; observe mercy and justice, and 

wait on your God continually” (12:6). As God told 

them, “. . . And you shall know no God but Me; for 

there is no savior besides Me” (13:4). 

 (3) A grim reality – If the Northern Kingdom did 

not change its course of action and return to the living 

God, its destruction was inevitable. God warned, “I 

will take them away, and no one shall rescue” (5:14). 

Again, “Woe to them, for they have fled from Me! 

Destruction to them, because they have transgressed 

against Me” (7:13). Destruction from God would 

come when the Assyrians carried Israel into captivity.  

 (4) God’s unchanging love for Israel – Hosea’s 

relationship with his wife, Gomer, was a symbol of 

God’s relationship with Israel. Just as Hosea dearly 

loved Gomer despite her unfaithfulness (1:2,3; 3:1-3), 

so the Lord God continued to love Israel, even though 

she was not faithful to Him. God said that He loved 

Israel when he was a child (slavery in Egypt, 11:1), 

He had drawn Ephraim/Israel “with bands of love” 

(11:4), and He proclaimed, “I will heal their 

backsliding, I will love them freely” (14:4). Oh, how 

the Lord loved His people! And yet, though God’s 

love for Israel was unwavering, because of His justice 

He must punish her due to her rebellion against Him. 

 Pointers to the Messianic/new covenant era: 

 Hosea 3:5 – At a later time, the children of Israel 

would seek the Lord and “David their king,” language 

used by the prophets to point to the Christ, Who was 

the seed of David (Jeremiah 23:5; Ezekiel 37:24,25). 

 Hosea 1:10; 2:23 – People in the Christ, including 

Gentiles, would obtain mercy and have God call them 

“My people” (Romans 9:25,26; 1 Peter 2:9,10). 

 Hosea 6:6 – “For I desire mercy and not sacrifice. 

And the knowledge of God more than burn offerings.” 

Service to the Lord was, and is, of no value if it is 

done as a ritual and without genuine faith and love on 

the part of the worshippers (Matthew 9:13; 12:7). 

 Hosea 11:1 – God calling His Son out of Egypt. It 

took place when the Lord delivered Israel from 

Egyptian bondage, and it happened when Joseph and 

Mary brought young Jesus out of Egypt to live in 

Nazareth (Matthew 2:14,15,19-23). 

 Hosea 13:14 – Victory over the grave/death. Paul 

quotes this and applies it to the resurrection from the 

dead (1 Corinthians 15:55). 

 Additional principles to ponder from Hosea:  

 Israel did the unthinkable: she forgot God (2:13). 

“For Israel has forgotten his Maker and has built 

temples” (8:14). Casting the Lord aside to turn to 

anything or anyone else is a spiritual disaster.  

 Israel willingly was ignorant of God’s word, and it 

really cost them. In a statement addressed specifically 

to the priests, God said, “My people are destroyed for 

lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected 

knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for 

Me . . .” (4:6). There was no excuse for it, and God’s 

people pay dearly when their knowledge is inadequate.  

 Israel may have put on the impression of being 

devoted to the Lord, but she could not fool God (7:2). 

God sees and knows all, even the deepest thoughts of 

man’s heart. No one can deceive Him! 

 Hosea’s message to backsliding, stubborn Israel 

was a passionate appeal for God’s people to come to 

their senses, discard their sin, and return to Him. 

Invest time studying Hosea and you will be blessed! 
 -- Roger D. Campbell 



HONOR TO THE WIVES OF GOSPEL PREACHERS

 As we contemplate the Bible instruction for 

Christians to give honor to whom honor is due 

(Romans 13:7), one group of people who in some 

cases do not receive enough credit and appreciation 

are the loyal wives of gospel preachers. Those who 

know a particular God-loving, faithful wife of an 

evangelist, and I mean really know her and what she 

means to her family and the Lord’s Cause, do this: 

they “. . . rise up and call her blessed; her husband 

also, and he praises her” (Proverbs 31:28). 

 Just as there are false teachers (2 Peter 2:1), so 

there are some preachers’ wives who are, to put it 

kindly, bad apples. It happens. But we are not 

focusing on such people right now. Our attention is on 

those God-fearing sisters in the Lord who happen to 

be married to evangelists.  

 What do preachers’ wives do? They serve. Unlike 

their husbands, whose activities often put them in the 

spotlight, preachers’ wives frequently work in the 

background, yet they serve and serve and serve.  

 They love their husband, and if they have kids, 

they love them dearly and do all within their power to 

help get them ready to go to heaven (Titus 2:4,5). 

 They entertain people in their home/show 

hospitality. They may or may not be good cooks.  

 They teach. They may not necessarily present 

lessons for adult women, but in most cases, at some 

level they will be part of the church’s teaching team.  

 They “go the extra mile” (Matthew 5:41). 

 At least in the USA, they often live in places that 

are not close to their parents, grown kids, and 

grandkids. Why? Their families move from place to 

place when dad-husband changes congregations.  

 Because dad-husband is preaching, she has to take 

care of all their kids by herself during each sermon. 

And, she lives every waking hour with the realization 

that her entire family is under everyone’s microscope.  

 They listen (to their husband, struggling saints, 

and complainers). They strive to be “wise as serpents 

and harmless as doves” (Matthew 10:16) as they stand 

up for their husband, yet find it prudent in some 

situations to bite their tongue and withhold some 

thoughts when their man is badmouthed. 

 They pray for strength, pray for their husband and 

kids, and pray for their role as a preacher’s wife. 

 They often face unrealistic expectations from 

members of the church whose concepts of a gospel 

preacher and his family are based on fantasy or 

denominational traditions rather than the Scriptures.  

 They learn to budget their money, make sacrifices, 

and do without things, all the while not trying to 

“keep up with the Joneses.” 

 They are pros at adjusting and adapting. In some 

cases, they learn to drive on the opposite of the road, 

do their grocery shopping in foul-smelling markets, or 

do their best not to sound like a moron when trying to 

speak a ridiculously difficult language that is not their 

mother tongue. Why do they do such things? Because 

they love their husband-preacher and love their Lord. 

For him and Him, they live and breathe. 

 What do preachers’ wives not do? For sure, they 

do not live flawless lives (1 John 1:8), and their kids 

are not perfect either. Preachers’ wives know that 

better than anyone does, so there is no need for mean-

spirited people to keep reminding them about it. 

 They do not serve as the church’s slave.  

 They do not have the duty of organizing every 

sisters’ activity or bailing out at the last minute every 

project which someone forgot or failed to carry out. 

 They do not need anyone’s approval to have a 

personal hobby, buy new clothes, or drive a new car.  

 They do not prepare their husband’s sermons, so if 

he made a mistake in his lesson or someone does not 

like the truth he presents, do not tell her about it.   

 What do preachers’ wives need? They have the 

same social, physical, spiritual, and psychological 

needs that others do. That truth should shock no one. 

 They need brethren to be understanding and 

patient with them. 

 They need a sense of being accepted. They long to 

be treated as equals – just like other sisters are treated.  

 They need Christian friends.  

 They need time to relax. 

 They need opportunities to grow spiritually. 

 What do evangelists’ wives feel? They possess the 

same emotions that other sisters in the Lord do. They 

feel a need for the Lord. They are proud of their 

husband’s and children’s efforts. They feel lonely 

when they are isolated. They feel hurt when unkind 

and untrue words are spoken about her or her family. 

They rejoice when people make great spiritual 

choices. They are saddened when faithful children of 

God pass away; they are sadder when His child dies 

spiritually. They care most about God’s expectations, 

yet they feel challenged to live up to other people’s 

expectations, especially when folks compare her and 

her abilities to the wives of other preachers.  

 The saints of God are not in competition with one 

another, but if I were giving out awards to the wives 

of evangelists, and I admittedly would do so with 

unashamed bias, I would give “the best preacher’s 

wife” award to two great sisters in my life: my wife 

and my daughter. Those two excel at what they do. 

-- Roger D. Campbell 



Ephesians 4:25-32 – “The Bible’s Teaching Is Just Not Very Practical” 

 Some individuals are not too keen on reading 

the Bible or learning what it has to say. Why is that? 

Because they are persuaded that the Bible’s 

message does not have any connection with 

everyday life. As some express it, “The Bible’s 

teaching is just not very practical.” 

 Such a conclusion is faulty. To say that 

something is “practical” means that it is usable; it 

can be applied. That certainly describes the Bible.  

 The big-picture view of the Bible is that its 

message is centered around (1) the God of heaven, 

(2) what the God of heaven has done on behalf of 

mankind, and (3) His will/desire for humans. 

Granted, not every single Bible verse or chapter has 

direct statements about how to make our choices 

and what kind of conduct we ought to have, but the 

sentiment that the Bible’s teaching is “out of touch” 

with daily life is inaccurate. 

 There are an abundance of Bible sections which 

deal extensively with practical matters, giving 

instruction that needs to be put into use in our lives. 

To disprove the notion that the Bible is void of any 

usable material in real-life scenarios, we will take a 
quick look at one Bible passage – Ephesians 4:25-32.  

 Is it applicable, something-I-can-use-in-my-

daily-life instruction that you are seeking? If so, 

then the Lord has provided just what you are 

looking for in Ephesians 4:25-32. Here is a sample 

of what we find in this down-to-earth message: 

  Be honest – “Therefore, putting away lying, 

Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor . . 

.” (4:25). Telling the truth or not telling the truth as 

we deal with others: is that not a practical issue? 

  Keep anger under control – “Be angry, and do 

not sin; do not let the sun go down on your wrath” 

(4:26). Have you ever heard of a human struggling 

to practice self-control, especially his temper?! 

God’s instruction sounds pretty practical to me. 

  Do not allow the tempter to have his way – 

“nor give place to the devil” (4:27).  

  Do not be a thief and take that which belongs 

to other people – “Let him who stole steal no 

longer” (4:28). 

  Be ready to work to provide for our needs –  

Rather than steal, “. . . let him labor, working with 

his hands what is good . . .” (4:28). 

  Remove profanity and filth from our speech 

habits – “Let no corrupt word proceed out of your 

mouth” (4:29). 

  Use our tongues to say things that benefit 

those who hear our words – “Let no corrupt word 

proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for 

necessary edification, that it may impart grace to 

the hearers” (4:29). 

  Show respect to the Godhead – “And do not 

grieve the Holy Spirit . . .” (4:30). 

  Let our hearts be free from bitter, evil 

thoughts – “Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, 

and evil speaking be put away from you, with all 

malice” (4:31). Do bitterness, wrath, and evil words 

disrupt harmony and harm relationships? They 

certainly do. Does the instruction to put these things 

away not have a practical application?! 

  Be nice to people – “And be kind to one 

another, tenderhearted . . .” (4:32). Common 

decency and courtesy in dealing with our fellow 

man are never outdated and never unneeded. 

  Have a forgiving spirit – “. . . forgiving one 

another, even as God in Christ forgave you” (4:32). 

If I have received forgiveness from God the Father 

through His Son, and if I truly appreciate that 

forgiveness, then surely I will have a heart that is 

ready to forgive those who trespass against me. 

 What we have observed in Ephesians 4:25-32 

covers a broad spectrum of instructions which have 

“practical” written all over them. We read about: 

- Proper thinking (get rid of bitterness, 4:31) 

- Proper speech (tell the truth, 4:25) 

- Proper dealings with others (be kind to one 

another, 4:21) 

- Proper action (work, 4:28) 

- Proper respect for God (not grieve His 

Spirit, 4:30).  

 The Bible is “running over” with practical 

instructions. When we hear that someone thinks the 

Scriptures are “just not very practical,” it makes us 

wonder how much time such a person has spent 

examining God’s word and how open-minded he 

has been when doing so.  
-- Roger D. Campbell 
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